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Overview of the Greenbean Novel Fair 

Described by The Irish Times as ‘A Dragons’ Den for Writers’, the Greenbean Novel Fair, an initiative by 
the Irish Writers Centre which launched in 2011, aims to introduce up-and-coming and debut writers to top 
publishers and literary agents, giving novelists the opportunity to bypass the slush pile, pitch their ideas and 
place their synopsis and sample chapters directly into the hands of publishers and agents. It presents a 
unique opportunity to gain face time with some of the most influential people in Irish publishing, and could 
truly kick-start a literary career for this year’s winners. 

This is the first year that the Fair has a title sponsor, Greenbean Roasters, as well as a media partner 
with The Irish Times.  

The event has seen the publication of an ever-growing number of novels as a direct result. Three of the 
twelve 2015 winners have already signed with agents and we are awaiting news from the other finalists.  
 
Listed below are details of the various publications and success stories to date that have arisen through 
the Novel Fair:  

 Janet E. Cameron’s novel Cinnamon Toast and the End of the World was published by Hachette in 
March 2013.  

 Niamh Boyce’s novel The Herbalist was published by Penguin Ireland in June 2013 and is on the 
longlist for IMPAC 2015.  

 Beatsploitation by Kevin Curran was published by Liberties Press in August 2013. His second novel 
is forthcoming. 

 Alan Timmons’ novel Here In No Place was released by New Island in September 2013.  

 The Reluctant Cannibal by Ian Flitcroft was published by Legend Press in October 2013.  

 Daniel Seery’s novel A Model Partner was published by Liberties Press in spring 2014.  

 Susan Lanigan’s White Feathers was published by Brandon in 2014.  

 Liberties Press published Eggshells by Caitriona Lally (2014 winner) in May 2015.  

 Andrea Carter's novel Whitewater Church will be published by Constable & Robinson (Little, Brown  

Book Group) in autumn 2015.  
 

The Novel Fair has enjoyed huge success and has become a landmark event in the Irish writing calendar 
with one of the 2014 finalists travelling all the way from New Zealand to participate.  
 

The Prizes 
 

 Twelve shortlisted entrants will be anonymously selected by a judging panel to take part in the 
Greenbean Novel Fair on 20 February, 2016.  

 Twelve applicants who are longlisted and who do not proceed to make the shortlist of twelve will have 
their work evaluated and critiqued by the judging panel. 

 Each of the twelve finalists will have a stand at the Fair where they will present the synopsis of their 
novel, the finished novel itself and biographical material to top publishers and agents who are invited 
to meet these writers in person.  

 To fully prepare them for the day, the winners also receive a place on a seminar on ‘How to Pitch 
Your Novel’, two weeks in advance of the Fair (6 February, 2016). 
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Greenbean Novel Fair Publishing Representatives 
 

 Curtis Brown 

 Diane Banks Literary Agency 

 Feldstein Agency  

 Hachette Ireland 

 Jonathan Williams Literary Agency 

 Liberties Press 

 Lilliput Press 

 Lisa Richards Agency 

 Marianne Gunne O’Connor Lit Agency 

 New Island 

 O’Brien Press 

 Penguin Ireland 

 Poolbeg Press 

 The Book Bureau  

 Transworld Ireland 

 
This year we are hoping to extend invites to an increasing number of UK & US representatives.  

Essential details 

Location: Irish Writers Centre, 19 Parnell Square, Dublin 1 
 

Closing date for submissions: 16 October, 2015 
 

‘How to Pitch your Novel’ seminar: 6 February, 2016 
 

Novel Fair: 20 February, 2016 
 
 

Entry details 

The entry fee is €45 (€40 for members) and can be paid by PayPal, cheque, postal order, credit or debit card 
or cash (paid in person) at the Irish Writers Centre. The closing date for entries is 16 October, 2015. 

There is no limitation on style, genre, or target market, the only requirement being that the writer has not 
published a novel before. 

To enter, you will need to send a synopsis and up to 10,000 words of a novel.  

All applicants should familiarise themselves with the Terms and Conditions before submitting. If all the 
conditions are met, applicants should send us two copies of sample work along with three copies of a 
synopsis and an entry form.  

All details available at http://irishwriterscentre.ie/collections/frontpage/products/novel-fair-2016 

  

About the Irish Writers Centre 

Founded in 1987, the Irish Writers Centre is the national resource centre for Irish literature. It supports and 

promotes writers at all stages of their development, and also welcomes all those interested in literature. The 

Centre runs a diverse programme of writing courses and workshops led by established writers across a range 

of forms and genres, including screen-writing, memoir, poetry, playwriting, short-stories and the novel. In 

addition, the Centre offers a variety of seminars, lectures, events and readings all related to the art of writing 

and has welcomed many award-winning writers through its doors, including Nobel, Costa, Man Booker & 

IMPAC winners.  


