DOIW 2023 — Take Action for Go Sherab Gyatso (China - Tibet)
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Name: Go Sherab Gyatso (known as Gosher)
Occupation: Writer, educator and public intellectual
Situation: Imprisoned

#GoSherabGyatso #Gosher #ImprisonedWriter

Background

A prominent Tibetan writer, educator and public intellectual, Go Sherab Gyatso, known as
Gosher, is serving a 10-year prison sentence reportedly imposed following a secret trial held in late
2021. He was detained by People's Republic of China (PRC) security services on 26 October 2020,
in the Sichuan province’s city of Chengdu on suspicion of inciting secession. He was subsequently
transferred to the Tibetan Autonomous Region where he was formally charged on 3 February
2021.

Human rights groups and national governments have called for Gosher’s immediate release, and
independent experts of the United Nations, including the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention,
have expressed serious concern over his imprisonment. There are also ongoing concerns over
Gosher’s health and access to adequate medical care, following reports that he was detained while
seeking medical treatment for a chronic lung condition.

Gosher, born on 9 September 1970, is the author of over 10 books, including Wake Up (2007),
Insights of a Thinker (2013) and Across the Himalayas (2015), and the author of several essays which
have been translated into English and are available online. Much of his writing centres on Tibetan
Buddhism, language, and culture, and he has been heavily critical of the government’s efforts to
undermine Tibetan children’s access to education in their mother tongue.



https://tchrd.org/eminent-tibetan-scholar-go-sherab-gyatso-sentenced-to-ten-years-in-prison/
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadFile?gId=36528
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadFile?gId=36528
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadFile?gId=36528
https://tchrd.org/eminent-tibetan-scholar-go-sherab-gyatso-sentenced-to-ten-years-in-prison/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/statement-eu-delegation-china-international-human-rights-day-2_en?s=166
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26506
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/09/china-imprisoned-tibetan-monks-health-peril
https://gosherabgyatso.com/books/
https://archive.org/details/bdrc-W1KG1682
https://gosherabgyatso.files.wordpress.com/2021/12/e0bd96e0bda6e0bd98e0bc8be0bd82e0bd9ee0bdb2e0bd82e0bc8be0bd94e0bda0e0bdb2e0bc8be0bda6e0bdbae0bd98e0bda6e0bc8be0bda6e0be92e0beb2e0bc8d.doc.pdf
https://library.bdrc.io/show/bdr:MW8LS18181
https://highpeakspureearth.com/a-way-to-remember-tributes-to-the-late-khawa-nyingchak/

This is the fourth time that the PRC authorities have imprisoned Gosher, who was previously
detained in 1998 and 2008 for his criticism of government restrictions on Tibetan religious and

cultural practices, and in 2011 after meeting with a publisher concerning his second book, General
RKnowledge & the Path (2011).

Take Action

PEN International considers Go Sherab Gyatso (Gosher)’s imprisonment to be a clear breach of
his right to freedom of expression and calls for his immediate and unconditional release. This is
what you can do:

Advocacy

Write to the PRC authorities, calling on them to:

* Release him immediately and unconditionally, and drop all charges against him;
* Pending his release, ensure that he has access to adequate medical care;

* Release all imprisoned writers unjustly imprisoned for exercising their right to freedom of
expression and artistic expression

* Abide by their international human rights obligations and uphold the rights to freedom of
expression, association, and peaceful assembly.

Send appeals to:

President XI Jinping
Zhongnanhai

Xichang’anjie

Xichengqu Beijing Shi 10017
People’s Republic of China
Fax: +86 10 63070900
Email: english@mail.gov.cn
Salutation: Your Excellency

Ambassador CHEN Xu

Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United Nations Office at Geneva
and Other International Organizations in Switzerland

11, Chemin de Surville 1213 Petit-Lancy, Geneva,

Switzerland

Email: chinamission gva@mfa.gov.cn
Salutation: Dear Ambassador

Social media

Raise awareness about his case on social media, using the sample messages below and the
hashtags #GoSherabGyatso, #Gosher and #ImprisonedWriter, tagging @pen_int


https://pen-international.org/app/uploads/Caselist-2011-July-December.pdf
https://library.bdrc.io/show/bdr:MW1KG14531
https://library.bdrc.io/show/bdr:MW1KG14531
mailto:english@mail.gov.cn
mailto:chinamission_gva@mfa.gov.cn

Facebook

&2 Join the Fight for Justice: Stand with #GoSherabGyatso, prominent Tibetan writer, unjustly
imprisoned in the PRC. Write to President Xi Jinping now, calling for his immediate release, and
for all charges against him to be dropped. Make sure he has access to essential medical care while
imprisoned. #ImprisonedWriter #Gosher

Twitter
Day of the #ImprisonedWriter’s Call for Action: Support #GoSherabGyatso,
Tibetan writer, educator, and intellectual unjustly imprisoned. Send appeals to President Xi
Jinping, calling for his immediate release, and for all charges against him to be dropped.
#Gosher.

Visuals

Please share this graphic on social media to highlight Go Sherab Gyatso’s case.

Solidarity

Messages of solidarity can be sent using the form here.

Please consider electing him as an honorary member of your Centre.
Outreach

We also encourage you to highlight Go Sherab Gyatso (Gosher)’s case, and the state of freedom
of expression in the PRC, by:

e Publishing articles and opinion pieces in your national or local press.
e Organising public events, press conferences and demonstrations.

e Visiting PEN International’s handles on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram for retweets,
likes, comments and sharing our posts for wider outreach.

Please keep us informed of your activities. Messages can be sent to Ross Holder, Head of Asia/
Pacific Region: ross.holder@pen-international.org and Sabrina Tucci, PEN International

Communications and Campaigns Manager, Sabrina. Tucci@pen-international.org



https://forms.gle/6XqtL9tBve6LEgV96
https://twitter.com/pen_int
https://www.facebook.com/peninternational
mailto:ross.holder@pen-international.org
mailto:Sabrina.Tucci@pen-international.org

