














5: THE AUDIENCES 













Written and illustrated by Toby Morris with Creative New Zealand Toi Aotearoa

References: 

Ecosystem numbers: Budget 2025 | Manatū Taonga | Ministry for Culture & Heritage 
(mch.govt.nz)

Philanthropy dollar amount: jbwere-nz-support-report-digital.pdf 

Local Authority Financial Statistics – Culture category: https://infoshare.stats.govt.nz/

Spending pie graph based on: https://www.interest.co.nz/public-policy/133428/budget-
202526-summary-all-spending-plans

Government expenditure graph: www.budget.govt.nz/budget/pdfs/summary-initiatives/
b25-sum-initiatives.pdf
 
Creative sector $17.5 billion GDP figure: https://www.mch.govt.nz/publications/
arts-and-creative-sector-economic-profiles-2024

Artworks in exhibition image inspired by Lissy Robinson-Cole, Rudi Robinson-Cole, from 
Wharenui Harikoa, 2020-2024. Permission of the artists.

The majority of New Zealanders agree that the arts should receive public funding:  
New Zealanders and the Arts—Ko Aotearoa Me ōna Toi 2023 research:
https://creativenz.govt.nz/development-and-resources/new-zealanders-and-the-arts---
-ko-aotearoa-me-ona-toi

National population estimates: At 30 June 2024 (2018-base): https://www.stats.govt.nz/
information-releases/national-population-estimates-at-30-june-2024-2018-base/

The dollar figures in this resource are taken from publicly available information and 
are not intended to reflect every possible source of funding for the arts. For example, 
there is no publicly available information on how much corporate sponsorship is directed 
to the arts sector annually. We have endeavoured to use the latest information 
available at the time of publication.

This explainer was originally produced in the 2024/25 financial year and then updated in 
the 2025/26 financial year. Version 2 was published in September 2025.

Reference to ‘last year’ means the 2024/25 financial year.


