Petition for Rory Branker
PART A
Free Journalist Rory Branker!
Venezuelan journalist, editor, and columnist Rory Branker has been arbitrarily detained in Caracas since February 2025. He was forcibly disappeared for over 200 days and denied access to legal counsel. PEN International calls for his immediate and unconditional release.
Why we must act
Rory Branker has spent his career reporting and commenting on Venezuelan affairs. On 20 February 2025, he was intercepted by Venezuela’s Bolivarian Intelligence Service in Caracas. The authorities also confiscated laptops and mobile phones.
Branker’s detention is part of a broader crackdown on independent journalism and critical voices, with at least ten journalists arbitrarily detained in retaliation for their work since the 28 July 2024 elections. Journalism is not a crime. 
Take action today
Call on the Venezuelan authorities to release Rory Branker immediately and unconditionally, ensure he has access to independent legal counsel and contact with his family, and respect his right to a fair trial and full legal defence. Sign out petition today.

PART B
SIGN OUR PETITION
Free Journalist Rory Branker!
The Honourable Mr Tarek William Saab
Attorney General of the Republic of Venezuela

I am deeply concerned about the arbitrary detention of journalist Rory Branker, who has been held in Venezuela since February 2025 simply for carrying out his work. Denied legal counsel and forcibly disappeared for months, his imprisonment is an attack on press freedom and human rights. I urge you to release Rory Branker immediately and unconditionally, ensure his safety, and respect the rights of journalists and independent media. Freedom of expression is not a crime.
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Please send me updates about PEN International’s campaigns, work, and ways to get involved. You can unsubscribe at any time via the link in any email.
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